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Taylor students have less debt

HEADLINES
Korean
Language
Program

Taylor sits at 388
out of 895 colleges

Language department adds
new courses Page 3

Jed Barber
Staff Writer

Melon and
Gourd: the
chase begins

Taylor scored in the top 50%
of schools with the lowest student debt.
On August 8th, The website
LendEDU released its 4th rankings of student debt for schools
across the country. Taylor sits at
388 out of 895 colleges listed. Additionally, Taylor ranks 15th out of
all schools in Indiana.
The website lists the average
amount of debt per borrower as
$28,764 in federal loans. However, that number does increase to
$39,467 per borrower if private
loans are taken out as well.
Bill Ringenberg, professor
emeritus of history, said Taylor
historically catered to the lower
class. When Milo Rediger took office he began to push the university to higher a greater number
of PhD holding professors. This

Third West Wengatz prepares for
a classic Taylor tradition Page 4

Songwriter
shares how to
make music
Learn how to create songs
at Pierce Church Page 6

Breath of
fresh air

How Taylor feels about
new President Page 7

Cross Country
hosts Bullock
Invitational
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Students from 2013 move into Taylor. The amount of
student debt after graduation looks good for Taylor.

increased tuition costs and debt
alongside it.
“Yes, it’s a problem,” Ringenberg said in response to the gradual rise of tuition and its resulting
debt. “It’s a problem, and we need
to be a bit more creative in finding ways to keep costs down.”
55% of students graduate with
some kind of student debt according to LendEDU, but only

8% leave Taylor with private student loans.
The metrics provided by Tim
Nace, associate vice president of
financial aid, differ slightly from
those listed by LearnEDU. Nace
said that around 58% of students
graduate with student debt, and
that number only increases to
59% when factoring in those
who borrow private as well as

federal loans.
Taylor does offer a number of
methods of counteracting high
student debt.
The university offers merit-based academic scholarships that range from $10,000 to
$16,000 alongside a number of
comparable awards for transfer
students or those who did not receive a merit scholarship at the
time of enrollment.
Nace also mentioned that these
scholarships do increase alongside rising tuition rates.
Michael Mortensen, director
of scholarships, also highlighted
a number of additional contributors that affect student tuition
and loans.
Every year the student development staff contacts donors in order to compile the Taylor Fund,
which does some work to offset
tuition. Mortensen said if this
fund did not exist, each student
would pay $1,000 more per year.
“It’s our job to find where God
is providing,” Mortensen said.

“We’re really working hard to
identify additional sources of revenue for donations for students.”
This year’s goal for the Taylor
fund is $1.8 million, and student
development hopes to bring in
$2.5 million distributed in over
600 different annual and endowed scholarships.
Senior Daniel Burson also
spoke on the importance of student contribution to minimize
student debt.
“I wouldn’t be here if I didn’t
have the scholarships,” Burson
said. “But I also worked very hard
during the summers.”
To lower his own amount of
debt, Burson worked long hours
in the summer lifeguarding at the
local water park, found time for
a job as a TA on campus and also
worked alongside his family to
pay for college.
Similar Christian colleges Goshen and Bethel were also listed
on LearnEDU at ranks 8 and 18,
respectively.
echo@taylor.edu

It’s Pitch Night

Three Trojan runners place
in the top-five Page 8

Tomorrow at 10 a.m., students can expect to
find bikes racing, announcers commentating
and spectators engaged in Taylor’s annual Taylathon. This event is sponsored by Taylor’s Interclass Council (ICC). Each class will be represented at Taylathon with the women’s race starting
at 10 a.m. and the men’s beginning at 11 a.m.
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A Shark Tank-like competition comes to Marion and Gas City.

Finalists compete
for business space
Mackenzie Derico
Staff Writer

Today

83°
68°

Saturday

82°
64°

FOLLOW US
@TheEcho_Taylor

Facebook.com/
TaylorUniversityEcho

@Echo_TaylorU

TheEchoNews.com

Students can find the race happening between
the Reade Liberal Arts Center and the Euler Science Complex. There’s a chance of thundershowers tomorrow, potentially resulting in a delay or
rescheduling of the event. Make sure to support
fellow Taylor students tomorrow, weather permitting.

Five entrepreneurs earned the
opportunity to compete for one
year of free rent for a business
space at Ridley Tower in Marion during the upcoming Grant
County Pitch Night.
The original field of 23 applicants was narrowed down to four
finalists who will participate in
the final round at Grant County
Pitch Night on Oct. 5 . These businesses include Obi’s Barbecue,
Elevate Fitness Solutions, Echo,
and Sweet Visions. The competition was organized by the Grant
County Economic Growth Council (EGC) in cooperation with Mike
Halstead, owner of Halstead Architects and the Ridley Tower.
The top five will compete for
the grand prize package, which
includes one year of free rent
for the 5,000 square feet on the
first or second floor at the Ridley Tower.
According to Victoria Herring, director of business development and operations for
the EGC, participants presented
their ideas for businesses that
could thrive in the Ridley Tower
retail space.
Applications were accepted
beginning in May 2019 and organizers narrowed those down
to 10 based on financial stability,

innovation and how well the business would fit the space.
Mikayla Marazzi, marketing
and communication director for
the EGC, said the opportunity
was promoted to entrepreneurs
and businesses across the region.
Mick Bates, associate professor of
marketing at Taylor, was a preliminary judge for this event.
“Pitch night is a shark tank-like
event where the finalists get to go
in and make a 10-minute pitch
with five minutes for questions,”
Bates said.
A diverse group of businesses are competing for the spot, including existing businesses that
are hoping to expand, online businesses that want to transition into
a storefront and people who want
to start up a new business.
The finals will begin on Oct. 5 at
3 p.m. at Ridley Tower. Audience
members will be able to speak to
the five finalists and ask questions
about their businesses. At 4 p.m.,
the formal pitches will begin. Audience members will be invited to
vote and the winner will be selected based on a combination of the
judges’ scores and audience votes.
Prize packages will be given to
first and second place winners,
as well as the “audience choice”
award winner. A free afterparty
will take place from 6–9 p.m. with
food trucks, coffee and live music.
Jeff Richardson, a Pitch Night
contestant, is presenting an expansion to his food truck, Obi’s
PITCH continues on Page 2

TU community addresses TP
Toilet paper causes
Canada deforestation
Madi Turpin
News Editor

Is four ply toilet paper really
worth the cost?
The Natural Resource Defense Council released in an
article for EcoWatch on Feb.
21 that mentioned millions of
acres of the Canadian forest
were going toward the production of toilet paper.
The same article claimed 28
million acres of Canada’s Boreal
Forest had been logged between
1996 and 2015. That equates
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Freshman Luke Bowden considers
environmental impact.

to an area the size of Ohio, or
over 933 Disney Worlds. Phil
Grabowski, assistant professor of sustainable development, stated the blame could
go three ways.
“You could blame the consumer for wanting soft toilet
paper, you could blame the
company for having such a high
demand or you could blame the
Canadian government for how
they’re managing their resources,” Grabowski said.
He added that one of the biggest questions many people fail
to ask is, “What demand are
we establishing that makes it
hard to set a policy against it?”
Grabowski said what’s most enlightening is the significant environmental impact.
The impact toilet paper has on
ecosystems such as the Canadian boreal forest is, according to
Grabowski, the biggest concern.
He suggests consumers choose
toilet paper that does not use
as many materials. That might
mean sacrificing a ply or two.
What’s more, Grabowski suggests sustainability could start
with people making the commitment to help the environment. He states simple actions,
such as cutting down on large
amounts of toilet paper or losing the straw, can get one in the
habit of stewarding the earth.

WALNUT CREEK COUNTRY MARKET!

“It’s not a political issue to be
concerned about the environment,” Grabowski said. “It’s part
of our biblical call to take care
of the earth.”
Grabowski also believes that
reducing consumption of unnecessary materials — such as
switching to two ply or recycling — can help people honor
God. He also stated that overconsumption and pollution
of the earth harms others and
therefore goes against God’s call
for us to love others.
While aware of the deforestation occurring in the Canadian
forest, Brian Dewar, assistant
professor of biology, is more disturbed by the production process. According to the Scientific
American, 437 billion gallons of
water go into the annual production of toilet paper.
“Water is a precious resource
that we don’t pay enough respect to,” Dewar said.
Dewar made a point to question how people are being sustainable if they don’t know the
true meaning of sustainability.
According to him, sustainability is the capacity of an ecosystem to be diverse. He believes
people often get the wrong idea
of what sustainability is, and
therefore, many individuals
aren’t really doing anything to
PAPER continues on Page 2
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“The Tabletop Game Writing Lab is a new
opportunity for Taylor students to apply their
creativity to their writing abilities.”
TU offers games class

TheEchoNews.com
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TU offers games class
Students learn
board game design
Sam Jones
Staff Writer

Combining games and school —
what more could you ask for?
Director of Academic Technology,
TR Knight, has recently added a new
course for the professional writing
major – Tabletop Game Writing Lab.
The Tabletop Game Writing Lab
is a follow up course to Knight’s precursor course, Writing and Editing
for Gaming.
The goal of Knight’s new class is
for students to develop and publish
a source book for role playing games
(RPGs). This fall is the first semester
this class has been offered, and several students are taking the course.
“At the end of this course, students
will have experienced the unique elements and skills required for writing,
editing, layout, and self-publishing in
the tabletop game industry,” Knight
wrote in his course description.
The Tabletop Game Writing Lab is
a new opportunity for Taylor students
to apply their creativity to their writing abilities.
Students enrolled in this class
will have the opportunity to invest
in something they are interested
in and care about, and to further
their horizons in terms of writing
careers.
“In under five months they will be
picking a topic, outlining, researching,
writing, editing, rewriting, proofreading, choosing art, laying out, and publishing the book,” Knight said.

Photograph by Josie Koontz

The lab meets Thursday afternoons to learn hands-on game writing.

As the name may suggest, an RPG
is a game in which the player assumes
the role of a specific character. The
platforms for these games can range
anywhere from a video game to a
board game. This new class focuses
on RPG board games specifically.
As a board game enthusiast himself, Knight is excited for this class.
Knight enjoys playing strategy games
such as Axis and Allies, Settlers of Catan and Call of Cthulhu.
“My interest in games began at an
early age playing various board and
card games with my family, then in junior high I was introduced to the Villains & Vigilantes roleplaying game,
becoming hooked to rpgs for life,”
Knight wrote on his blog. “I vividly
remember being introduced to the
larger world of hobby games when
friends shared Settlers of Catan with
my wife and I.”
Knight hopes to spread his passion
on the subject through these newly
offered courses.
Senior Carson Jacobs, professional writing major, has enjoyed being a
part of Tabletop Game Writing.
“The best part is knowing that
all of our hectic work is actually going somewhere,” Jacobs said. “We’re
coming together to make something

tangible, something to be enjoyed.
Hopefully by many.”
According to Jacobs, that’s the part
that really excites him about the class.
Jacobs sees this as an opportunity to accomplishsomethingasacreativegroup
and maybe even get students’ names
out there a bit.
As a whole, Taylor’s professional writing major looks to equip students with
the proper means to write in any environment or sphere of publication.
“Professional writing students learn
the ins and outs of the publishing industry, while broadening their writing skills
across a variety of forms and genres,”
TaylorUniversitywroteontheirwebsite.
As Knight looks to push the boundaries of Taylor’s writing platforms, the
careers of professional writing students
are pushed forward as well.
Linda Taylor, assistant professor of
professional writing, is one of many excited for the new class.
“I’m excited that we can offer our students a wide range of opportunities for
where the love of words can take them,”
Taylor said.
Knight said his game collection continues to grow. With the establishment
of this class, Taylor hopes the abilities of
her students will as well.
echo@taylor.edu

PITCH continued from
Barbecue. He has been smoking
meat for the past ten years and
has even made his own line of
sauces and rubs.
Richardson said that “Pitch
Night will definitely spread the
word about Obi’s Barbecue.
There will be a lot of interested
in what I am doing.” Richardson
he has gotten to where he is today

PAPER continued from
help the environment.
“If (sustainability) is misconstrued, you’re not really doing
anything,” Dewar said. “To call
something sustainable without
any knowledge of what it is is
ineffective.”
Hannah Farmer, a senior biology major, also argues that
people are unaware of their environmental impact. Farmer,
who spent her second semester sophomore year in Ecuador,
said that her return to America
prompted consciousness surrounding her actions.
Farmer said people in Ecuador were unable to flush toilet
paper; they had to throw it away
instead. She claimed this action
made her much more aware of
the unnecessary amount she
was using.
“Not just here at Taylor, but
everyone in a first world country takes advantages of using
resources like water or toilet paper,” Farmer said. “Taking shorter showers, not letting the water
run when doing dishes or when
brushing your teeth are all ways
to protect the environment.”
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because he took a big leap of faith
and encourages others to do the
same. He stated that if you are
passionate about something, you
will never work a day in your life.
Grant County Pitch Night
could serve as an excellent opportunity for Taylor students to
learn more about entrepreneurship and business development.
Judge David Hartley encourages
entrepreneurial Taylor students

not to just focus on the big vision,
and to prioritize creating a plan.
“If you really want to make
something happen, lay out a roadmap to get to your goal and then
focus on the first step,” Hartley
said.
To purchase a $5 ticket or to
learn more about the event, visit
www.grantcounty.com/business/
pitchnight.
echo@taylor.edu

Grabowski believes many
people do not realize the impact something as simple as
toilet paper has in the long run.
Recycled paper eventually turns
into toilet paper: the fiber in recycled paper, he said, gets thinner and thinner each time it’s
recycled. By the time it reaches
production of toilet paper, it’s
much more viable.
He also commented on the
large amount of water used in
production and encouraged
others to focus on the bigger
picture.
“As a whole, our Earth is
running out of clean water,”
Grabowski said. “Indiana is
blessed as a whole with clean
water. When we waste water,
we’re really wasting energy.”
He mentioned the wood pulp
being put into toilet paper is
ultimately depleting the energy used. In Southern states,
water depletion is more of an
issue, but what people in places like Indiana are using up is
energy.
For Midwestern states, this
means the energy needed to
purify water is being depleted
and the system cannot keep up

with their demands. Students
in Grabowski’s Environment
and Society class are required
to take a test measuring how
they contribute to the ecological footprint.
For Taylor students, the average number of resources used
equates to the resources of
three earths.
“In the United States, it’s hard
to (use the resources) equivalent to one earth,” Grabowski
said. “50% of it is that people
are using more resources than
the earth has as a whole.”
Farmer, who is aware of her
ecological footprint, bikes from
her class in Randall to her job
at the health center across
the street and has found no
problems with this method
of transportation.
“I believe change starts with
the small things and the reason why we don’t do it is because we believe changing our
own actions won’t make a difference,” Farmer said. “But if
everyone made small collaborative changes to their own lives,
imagine the change we would
see around the world.”
echo@taylor.edu
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“Korean is actually a lot easier to learn than people expect.
Also, learning another language is always beneficial simply
because it allows you to speak to millions of people you
couldn’t have before, which is pretty cool.”
New language course
offers culture, opportunity at Taylor
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Summit conference challenges students

Editor in Chief

Students ponder
difficult questions

Justin Chapman

Managing editor
Matthew Phillips

Claire Nieshalla

Design Editor
Jackie Hilger

Staff Writer

“Who is God? What is my purpose? Why do I believe what I
believe?” For Taylor students,
these questions should be challenging. They should stir up
wonder.
This past summer, hundreds
of students ages 16–25 from
around the world attended Summit Ministries in Colorado, Pennsylvania and Tennessee. These
students gained knowledge and
confidence in current issues and
apologetics, all while discovering
purpose, place and truth.
“Summit’s mission is to cultivate rising generations to
resolutely champion a biblical
worldview,” Summit stated on
their website.
Summit longs to see young
scholars rise up as leaders who
are grounded, passionate and
have a vision for the Church
in vocations beyond the typical missions field. The burdens,
questions, injustices and successes are no longer someone
else’s problem, but each day
seem to press heavier on the
shoulders of this generation.
For two weeks, students were
inspired and taught by wise
and educated men and women.
These renowned professors, professionals and theologians fully
invest themselves in guiding students how to develop their own
worldview. As a result, attendees learn how to be confident in
their convictions.
Depending on the location,
a day at Summit might have
looked like waking up at the
crack of dawn to hike a nearby mountain or spending time
reading the Bible with friends.
Students then came together for teaching. Over the two
weeks, students spend over 50
hours in the classroom. But
Summit values activity, teamwork and creativity in a similar
light. Hours were spent outside playing spikeball, soccer,
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Students at the Colorado location of Summit were surrounded by mountains and often climbed up the peaks during the day.

volleyball and more.
As a follow up to the day’s
lectures, professors facilitated
group discussion by allowing
students to ask in-depth questions in an intimate setting. Evenings also consisted of a time of
worship, teaching and fellowship during free time or small
groups.
For example, in Colorado, students would gather on a covered,
wooden front porch overlooking
the mountains as the speaker
openly welcomed the inquiries
of curious minds. The young
adults were hungry to be informed about what they did not
understand, and the time set
aside to dig deeper was exceptionally beneficial in feeding
those desires.
Taylor was well-represented,
as 44 students attended across
the three locations.
Freshmen
Lynnea

Humrichous, Parker Neuman,
Katie Herrmann and Lucas
Moritz are four out of the 44 Taylor students who attended Summit this summer.
The leaders at Summit are not
afraid of difficult questions.
Many students enter Summit
with questions they have always
wanted to ask, as well as questions they never knew they had.
For example, Herrmann came
away from Summit with changed
views regarding the delicate topic of abortion. After much exploration, discussion and wrestling
with the issue, she made a personal decision to alter what
she had previously believed to
be good.
“I went in pro-choice and
came out pro-life,” Herrmann
said.
Summit holds the Bible as ultimate truth. However, it is not
afraid to educate young people

on other worldviews, such as
Islam and Judaiism. The value
of understanding where others come from is often the key
to approaching uncomfortable
conversations.
Neuman testified to the validity in this approach.
“A few days before leaving for
Summit, I was talking with one
of my friends, and she’s a Muslim,” Neuman said. “I wish I had
already gone to summit previously because of the knowledge
I gained on how to approach different worldviews.”
In many situations, two weeks
would hardly be enough to form
sure friendships, but Summit
organically cultivated an atmosphere where that was practically guaranteed.
The students also spoke to
the lasting friendships they had
made.
“I left with a lot more

friendships that I treasured and
that were good for me instead of
relationships at home that were
superficial,” Humrichous said.
With those friendships,
whether learning about how to
manage your finances or how
biology points to a creator, exceptional realizations are made.
Moritz spoke about how his faith
was solidified through seeing
how specific God’s creation was
— even down to cells.
The opportunities Summit offers reach far beyond the classroom or group discussions.
Students who attend are prepared to face difficult questions
and be ever ready with a gracious answer.
“Summit is so different from
a church camp . . . It’s more
about discovering who you are
in Christ and how good he is to
each of us,” Humrichous said.
echo@taylor.edu
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New language course offers culture, opportunity at Taylor
Chang shares
about the journey
Sarah Wordhouse
Staff Writer

After ten years in the making,
the dream of a Korean Language Program is now a reality.
Originally founded by Chin
Chang, the department chair of
modern language and professor
of Spanish, 13–14 years prior, the
class proved that it was not yet
ready to come to fruition. With
the Chinese Language course
also beginning its take off,
Chang was already worn thin
by his Spanish class workload.
and the lack of resources.
The combination, along with
the lack of resources, proved
that it was simply not the Korean Language Program’s time yet.
Flash forward years later,
this summer, the program was
met with unexpected help: the
King Sejong Institute, which
is a non-profit organization financially sponsored by the Korean Government whose goal
is to introduce the Korean language and culture to different
countries.
When schools apply to the
King Sejong Institute, they are
put through an application process. Once accepted, they will be
supplied with all the resources
and professors necessary. In the
U.S., there are currently 12 Institutes, with around 170 worldwide. Because Taylor is a small
school, Chang did not have
much hope for being accepted

by such a large program.
“(We had) very little hope,
but we explained why we really wanted to host the program
so much here,” Chang said. “In
the Midwest, the people here
don’t have (as) much opportunity that other people in the big
cities have (or) access to education of the Korean language.”
However, in Chang’s case, the
small school size was a positive
pull, and the Institute chose
Taylor to sponsor a Korean Language Program. According to
Chang, the program is available
at the courtesy of the Institute,
and without them, there would
be no Korean courses.
This semester alone, the Institute is offering two courses, Elementary Korean I and
Intermediate Korean I, with
Elementary Korean II and Intermediate Korean II to follow
in the spring, at no extra cost
to Taylor students. The Institute
supplies $25,000 in funding per
semester.
The professor sent on behalf
of the Institute was professor
Jin Choi. Although just graduating from Keimyung University
in 2019, she has already taught
Korean in Tajikistan. Choi explained how she enjoys the
bond she has with her students,
and how even though she is in
a different country, she likes the
consistency the lessons provide
no matter her location.
Chang has big dreams for all
that the Korean Language Program could be. He is planning
future events, such as hosting

Photograph by Jared Hagan

Seniors Karolina Kahle and Gwyneth Terrett explore cultures at Kimpap Night on Sept. 19

K-pop instructors who teach
K-pop stars in Korea, and there
are three other major events
in the works. Senior Autumn
Dominique is assisting Chang
as the event coordinator for
the program.
Since she is a senior, Dominique was never able to take
one of the Korean classes, yet
she maintains a passion for the
culture. Dominique mentioned
all the benefits of taking Korean classes, including learning

how the Korean culture is intertwined with the language.
“The language is beautiful
and so much fun to learn and
eventually use,” Dominique
said. “Korean is actually a lot
easier to learn than people expect. Also, learning another
language is always beneficial
simply because it allows you to
speak to millions of people you
couldn’t have before, which is
pretty cool.”
Along with these benefits,

students will be able to take a
trip to Korea during the summer
to fulfill basic or intermediate
levels of the course. There, they
will gain hands-on experience
both with the language and the
culture around it.
Because the program was approved during the summer, the
course has not received much
publicity. Chang says that all
the program needs now is for
people to take advantage of the
opportunities it offers and to

register for the course.
“I think that it is important
for students to take this opportunity while they can because
this is a very good program that
we are so lucky to have,” Dominique said. “The King Sejong
Institute made this program at
Taylor possible, so I hope that a
lot of Taylor’s current students
see how big of a privilege it is
that they are the first ones to
have access to this program.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Melon and Gourd: the chase begins

Melon and Gourd enters
its 25 year anniversary
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

The silence is eerie as you
scan your surroundings. Treading lightly as you turn the corner, a burst of motion in your
periphery sends a shock down
your spine. You sprint in the
opposite direction as the rustling of leaves and pounding
of footsteps fill your ears. Panic overtakes you as images of
your loved ones, your mentors
and your visual crush (VC) flash
through your mind’s eye. You
can’t be caught; not like this.
Not like this.
Suddenly you awake in a cold
sweat and bolt upright. You’re
in your bed on Third West Wengatz, and Melon and Gourd has
yet to begin. For now, you’re safe,
but soon every man will fight for
himself as friends and brothers
turn their backs on each other to
avoid the cursed produce.
Melon and Gourd, a beloved if
not infamous Third West tradition now entering its 25th year,
begins on Sunday at midnight.
All new wing members — especially freshmen — and brave
Third Westers must run to the
Sammy statues and back without being tagged by Third West
PAs along the way. Two people inevitably get tagged, and
they must bear the burden of
carrying the melon and gourd,
respectively.
Getting caught carrying the
melon or gourd essentially
turns the victim into a temporary outcast of biblical leper proportions, as no one wants to be
the next one tagged and stuck
with it.
However, sophomores JD
Fritzeen and Nick Woltjer are
exceptions to this rule. They
committed to avoid tagging
each other until the intense

Photograph provided by Jakob Sprunger

Third West Wengatz always puts on a show on the last day of Melon and Gourd.

week is over.
“Don’t trust anyone, bottom
line,” Woltjer said. “(We) can’t
trust anyone on the wing except for us – we have a roommate pact.”
According to Fritzeen and
Woltjer, the game’s intensity is
too much for some players, who
drop out after struggling to cope
with the pressure and paranoia
of being pushed away due to
produce prejudice.
Players must constantly be on
their toes, being aware of their
surroundings while plotting new
ways to avoid wingmates with
the melon or gourd and get to
class on time.
“There’s no helpful mentality,” Woltjer said. “It’s pretty

outside of chapel on Frimuch kill or be killed; it’s survivday without the melon or
al of the fittest with Melon and
gourd. Entrances are draGourd. That’s the tough part.”
matic and sneaky as playSome additional rules:
ers strategize how to avoid
•
Players must attend all chathose with the melon and
pels, especially Friday, the
gourd standing guard. It is a
final and most defining day.
must-see event as observers
•
Players are safe indoors and
never know what to expect,
while holding the door hanfrom live camels to colorful
dle of a building.
smoke bombs and hilarious
•
Players must visibly carcostumes.
ry the produce in order to
•
Finally, the pair of players
tag someone.
stuck with the melon and
•
Broken produce must be
the gourd by the end must
taped back together, and
also take a bite out of it on
the player responsible must
Third West’s Oktoberfest
take a bite out of it later on
pick-a-date.
the wing’s “Oktoberfest”
Despite
the intensity and
pick-a-date.
competition,
at the end of each
•
To truly win, players must
day
the
men
of
Third West come
make it into a door frame

Introducing: Ansley Kary

together to share stories and
laugh about previous Melon and
Gourd shenanigans. The heat
of the game brings them closer and new friendships are often formed
“The best part is getting to
have memories from it,” Fritzeen
said. “But that comes from being
trapped on a door and not being
able to escape.”
Last year, Fritzeen was tagged
between Reade and Ayres. He
tried to escape from a wingmate through a doorway that
was locked and got trapped,
screaming and sprinting away
to no avail as his preceptorial
group looked on.
He was able to rid himself
of the produce later, but the

Meet freshman Mer Fenton

Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

Have you ever gotten a security
guard arrested? Freshman Ansley
Kary has.
Kary is a journalism major at
Taylor. She was inspired to pursue
a career in journalism after taking
a journalism class her freshman
year of high school.
Although her school did not
have a newspaper, the journalism class was a prerequisite for
the school yearbook. For both
the journalism class and the yearbook, she had deadlines, wrote
features and even had a taste
of photojournalism.
“I loved that it was kind of formatted in a way, but you could
break the rules.” Kary said. “That
was something my journalism
teacher always kept saying, ‘Yes,
these are the rules. But once you
get good enough, the cool thing is
you can start to break them.’ I was
very inspired by that, like, I just
want to one day be good enough.
I can break the rules.”
The film “Shattered Glass,” was
also an inspiration for Kary, after
she watched it with her journalism class.
The film follows the story of former reporter Steven Glass, who
once had a reputation for hard hitting stories and exposing corruption. The irony though, was that
he himself was fabricating sources and lying about a large portion
of the stories he covered.
“It is kind of weird that I fell in
love with journalism through this,”
she said. “(Glass) was not a good
journalist, but it just made me
want to go out there and report
the truth.”
Kary was equally shocked such
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Freshman Ansley Kary once got a security guard arrested.

corruption is possible and wants
to pursue a profession that allows
her to counteract a flaw in the system, she said. She wants to report
on corruption that hurts others
in certain systems in addition to
exposing malpractice in her own
work field.
According to Kary, she has had
this same sense of justice and hunger for truth from a very young age.
“My mom always would tell me
‘you’ve got such a strong sense of
justice, but it doesn’t always work
that way, it’s not always black and
white,’” she said. “As I’ve grown up,
I’ve realized I’m naive to think everything is black and white. There’s
a ton of gray out there, even though
we want to report the truth in
black and white.”
In order to account for this gray
area, Kary aims to report the facts
in black and white and articulate
clearly enough that her readers are
able to navigate through the gray
and reach their own conclusions,
she said.
She has already had some practice with doing her research and
being able to stop malpractice on

her own.
For some time, her neighborhood had been struggling with
the neighborhood security guards
wrongly pulling people over. They
had no authority to do so or to give
tickets, but were practicing it anyway, she said.
One night, she was in a car that
was wrongly pulled over.
“I ended up calling the police
and they showed up and arrested
the security guard,” she said.
After that, she spread the story around her school, and alerted
others that they too could exercise
this right.
While she does not have that
many other experiences in exposing corruption yet, she hopes to be
able to make similar and even bigger differences as her career progresses, she said. She is driven by
justice and fairness and hopes that
others would be as well.
“I just want to strive to be honest,” she said. “If other people aren’t going to be honest, then make
them be transparent because it’s
not fair to the rest of us.”
echo@taylor.edu

memory still haunts him.
“It was a pretty defeating moment in my life,” Fritzeen said.
“A tragedy.”
Junior Mike Aust has three
main Melon and Gourd tips.
He always travels in packs, as
he believes you don’t have to
be the fastest, you just can’t be
the slowest. Second, he recommends keeping your head on a
swivel: the melon or gourd can
be anywhere. Finally, he says to
never wear Vans.
So if you find yourself in the
path of a man with a melon or
gourd this week, keep your distance, but be sure to enjoy the
wonder of a week that is Melon
and Gourd.
echo@taylor.edu

Catch freshman Mer Fenton riding a Razor scooter around campus.

Ansley Kary
Staff Writer

She’s the girl with the colored hair
and the Razor scooter, otherwise
known as Mer Fenton.
Fenton became a legal adult in
September, but despite her new title, she does not feel like much has
changed. She has always been one
to express individuality whether it
was through her writing, fashion
or art.
A lot has changed in the last
month for Fenton and many other freshmen with the transition to
college and newfound freedom.
Although she is younger than
most of her classmates, Fenton
doesn’t feel they have ever treated
her differently.
“As far as my friends go, I’m really appreciative that they’ve never treated me younger than them,”
Fenton said. “I think that’s important, because it’s forced me to
mature quicker than I may have
naturally done.”

compelled her to grow in other ways as well. Having grown
up in Columbus, Ohio, Fenton
said she felt more at home in
a crowd, where her individual
style went unnoticed.
Now that she is at Taylor, Fenton has gotten many comments
from people about her style.
“Most people have been really positive, I’m just not used to
all the attention,” she said. “You
can get away with a lot in a city.”

Fenton strives to express her individuality in all aspects of her life
despite people’s opinions, including
her mode of transportation.
She is one of the few people on
campus that has forgone the classic bike in favor of a Razor scooter.
“My mom made fun of me for
getting a scooter, but I’m having the
time of my life and people either enjoy it, or they don’t,” Fenton said.
Now that she is on her own,
Fenton has full freedom to express her individuality in anyway
she chooses.
According to Fenton, the deFor Fenton this has always been
cision to attend a small Chris- writing in all forms, which has extian college in rural Indiana has tended into all aspects of her life.

“I think legitimately, my love for
writing, words and other people’s
stories has formed from that being
a reliable outlet for me to be able to
express myself through and understand myself better and process all
of my thoughts,” she said.
Fenton is currently pursuing a
journalism major and a creative
writing minor at Taylor and writes
weekly for the Arts and Entertainment section of The Echo.
“I think art is really important,
because it gives people a chance
to express very unique experiences and stories and others a
chance to respond to them,” Fenton said.
Fenton’s passion lies in art because it is so emotional and is the
way she expresses her emotions
and connects to others. Art gives
people a platform to explain life
in another dimension that cannot
be explained.
“You can use art as a way to distribute your ideas it to the world,”
Fenton said. “If there’s something
you care about, you can share
that experience.”
In high school, Fenton became
interested in supporting local artists. Some of her favorite swere
photographers, Gabrielle Barrera
and Frances Weger. She gets frustrated when young women like
these artists are distracted from
their art because people made fun
of them.
“I think that sort of art exploration is so important, because not
only are the artists forming their
skill, but they’re forming what they
care about,” she said.
Fenton wants everyone to support their own local artists, not to
degrade them.
“Don’t criticize that and support
when you can do that too,” she said.
echo@taylor.edu

“The heat of the game brings them closer and new
friendships are often formed.”
Melon and Gourd: the chase begins

September 27, 2019
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foody
Jay’s Thai brings flavorpacked fun to Marion

Drive straight to The Abbey (a popular coffee stop for
Taylor students), overshoot
by a few hundred yards and
you’ll find yourself parked in
front of Marion’s best Thai
restaurant. Jay ’s Authentic
Thai Cuisine is a local favorite, well-known for its classical Thai dishes and flavorful
options.
Thai food, along with Indian food, is generally known
for having entrees that accommodate dietary restrictions, such as gluten allergies,
veganism and lactose-intolerance. The variety of allergen-free foods make Jay’s the

fix
perfect place for a large group
to go out to dinner. There is a
choice for everyone!
Some of the most popular
dishes on the menu include
appetizers like crab rangoon
or dumplings, stir fry entrees
including garlic stir fry and
a sweet and sour stir fry and
f lavor-packed curry dishes
like gang panang curry or red
curry. All entrees come with a
choice of chicken, pork, beef,
tofu or shrimp for an extra
charge.
The prices are fairly affordable with soups ringing up at
$3.55 for a bowl and $12.25 a
pot. A stir fry, curry dish or
noodle entree costs just $9.25
(these prices are based on the
dinner menu, prices may vary
on the lunch menu).
The portion sizes are generous, making them the perfect
dish to share. A fun way to order at Jay’s would be to bring
a few friends, get several entrees and appetizers, grab

fit

How to worship
God with our fitness

• Workout •
“1 Corinthians 10:31”
10:31 AMRAP of:
10 burpees
31 air squats
10 pushups
31 sit-ups

friday
The goal of the workout is
to finish as many rounds as
possible (AMRAP) in 10 minutes and 31 seconds.
Many Christians are spiritually fit but physically weak,
sick and unhealthy. If Christ i a n s tr u ly b e li e v e G o d ’s
Word, then they should know
the importance of their physical fitness in order to fulfill
God’s purpose in their lives.
How can a Christian fulfill
God’s mission and purpose
if they are too weak to walk
without getting out of breath
or too sick to leave their bed

some extra plates and try a
little of everything! You can’t
go wrong with this menu.
The service isn’t particularly quick, but the employees
are friendly and the atmosphere in the restaurant is
pleasant (the smells are worth
spending a few extra minutes
at dinner). While Jay ’s isn’t
necessarily the place for a
quick meal, it is the perfect
spot for a dinner out with
friends or a break after doing
homework for too many hours
at The Abbey.
Jay’s Authentic Thai Cuisine
is located at 1500 S. Western
Ave., Marion, Indiana. They
are open for lunch, Tuesday Friday, 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. and
dinner, Monday - Friday, 4:30 8:30 p.m. They also serve dinner on Saturdays, noon to 8
p.m.
Overall Pros: Not too far
from Taylor and has accommodations for dietary restrictions. Their food is delicious
and pretty affordable.
Overall Cons: The service
isn’t very quick, making it inconvenient for those who may
be looking for a fast meal.
echo@taylor.edu
or home?
If you go to church, read
y o u r bi b l e , pray a n d f o l low God’s word , then why
wouldn’t you also do what’s
necessary for your physical
fitness, nutrition and health?
Fitness, nutrition and health
is part of our responsibility
as stewards of the body God
gave us.
It is our duty to remain
s p i r i tu a l ly a n d p hy s i c a l ly fit and healthy so we can
ser ve Christ to the best of
our ability.
“ Whether you eat or drink
or whatever you do, do it ALL
for the glory of God.”
-1 Corinthians 10:31
echo@taylor.edu

it’ll be

GREYSTONES, IRELAND - A
month into this semester in Ireland and I am finding the majority of conversations with family
and friends back home consist
of squashing misconceptions
many of them carry about the
Emerald Isle.
“Have you had tea and finger sandwiches yet?” Although
my mom was partially joking, I
know she was also 100% serious.
“I think finger sandwiches are
myths. I think only the Queen
serves you those,” I said.
“Darn,” she said.
Later that day, one of my
roommates, Chauncea Deno,
came up to me looking like she
had a favor to ask.
“Want to be on television?”
she said.
I blinked. Once. Twice.
Chauncea rightly took that
as confusion on my part and
explained. Apparently, Ireland’s national broadcast station, Raidió Teilifís Éireann
(RTÉ), has a Sunday service they
broadcast as far as outer Siberia according to some people we
met backstage. Mark Murray, a
pastor who lives at the YWCA
we are based at, needed a female vocalist to perform worship songs for the program. He
asked Chauncea and she had
accepted.
“But I do not want to go alone.
Mark is so awkward. When he
drove us to the place where we
practiced the songs, he kept

Photograph provided by Katie Pfotzer

Students hike in various locations in Ireland during their semester abroad.

seeing people he knew and leaning out of the window shouting,
‘Good craic, yeah!’”
So with them I went to Dublin
and to the RTÉ studios, for moral support and to be a part of
the 30 person studio audience.
On the car ride there, we found
out that Mark actually had
strong opinions about how the
Irish slang word “craic” should
be used.
“Craic is like fun. You cannot
have a craic, just like you cannot have a fun. You have craic,”
he said.
The experience itself was not
anything special except for the
fact that the studio audience of
30 ended up being a studio audience of three including myself.
Also, in the green room were the
elusive finger sandwiches.
There are more stereotypes
that do apply. For instance, the
Irish affinity for potatoes.
This takes its form in Tayto park. Tayto is Ireland’s only
amusement park containing not

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

Zach Winters

Adeline Gonzalez

Freshman:

Freshman:

Across

Crossword

4. rain mixed with sulphuric, nitric and other acids formed
by gases released into the atmosphere when fossil fuels are
burned
6. the release or discharge into the air of pollutant substances
such as gas or smoke
7. protecting, maintaining or improving natural resources, to
keep them safe from destruction or degradation and conserve
them for future generations
8. a community of plants, animals and other organisms living
in an area which provides what they need in order to survive
9. destruction of forests to make land for agriculture

Down

1. contamination of the air, water or soil with substances that
can cause harm to human health or the environment
2. fuels such as oil, coal and natural gas
3. a measure of the effect that human activities have on the
climate
5. the process of minimizing waste by recovering materials
and transforming them into new products

grand

Concerning Irish
stereotypes

TheWeekly
Barista skills = 10/10
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She is a freshman frenzy
supporter but trying to partake
in a healthy manner.

one but two whole rollercoasters. Located in the vicinity of
the Tayto crisps (chips in America) factory, the park is themed
around and prominently features the beguiling spud himself, Mr. Tayto.
When my other roommate,
Liz Yeiter, and I found out about
it, we decided we had to go.
Along with us came Avery Angle, an expat living in Dublin
and Yeiter family friend.
“I came with dirt low expectations for this place,” Avery said.
But inside of that dirt, we
found something great, something a whole lot like . . . a
potato.
“So they do have finger sandwiches!” My mom said on our
next call. “And they really
like potatoes?”
In response, I told her about
Tayto.
“Was it fun?” she said.
I smiled. “Oh yes, it was good
craic.”
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Linda Karen Taylor

@LindaEdits

So last night I couldn’t fall
asleep thinking about all I
had to do today so that today
I am so tired that I can’t do
well all that I already knew I
had to do. #lifeslittledilemmas
#tayloru

Eric Andrews@ WALaxer19
@Melon_Gourd M&G PTSD
is real. Just woke up at
3:30 a.m. with a nightmare
I overslept the morning of
Friday chapel entrances and
only had a few minutes to
make it there safely. If that
doesn’t scare you sleepless,
nothing will. May the odds
be ever in your favor, fellas.
#tayloru
Kaitlyn @KTRae99
I just heard a freshmen
say “idk where all my time
went” and all I have to say is
welcome to college, my dude
#tayloru
cassidy drabek

@cassidydrabek19

i walked into euler today and
i felt like I definitely didn’t
belong here. reade gang
forever #tayloru

Becah @becahschwartz
my phone, my laptop, and my
brain all hit 20% low battery
at the same time #taylorstuff
my face with snacks
#tayloru
Madi Williams @MadiMoose_
Recently I started goal setting.
This week my goal was to
eat @ChickfilA everyday. I’m
happy to say that I achieved
it! #tayloru

A&E

“I enjoy writing music and am deeply committed
to collaboration in creating art, so I thought this
would be a great opportunity to grow along with
other song writers.”
Songwriter shares the art of making music in
Upland

September 27, 2019
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Taylor professor performs at Carnegie Hall
Songer celebrates
female creativity
Ansley Kary
Staff Writer

Assistant Professor of Music
and Taylor grad Loralee Songer
(‘04) takes the stage at Carnegie
Hall, but her first stop is Taylor.
Friday at 7:30 p.m., Songer
will perform “In Our Own
Words: A Collaboration of Female Composers and Poets.”
Taylor receives the honor of
hearing a preview of her concert
before it is performed on Oct.
14th, at Carnegie Hall as part of
the DCINY Artist Series. Songer
said she felt the recital needed
to be early so she could have a
chance to practice before the
real thing.
A year ago when Songer got
the opportunity to audition at
Carnegie Hall, she chose her
own selection of contemporary female composers and
poets for the occasion. Songer
will not only be performing a female-inspired performance, but
she will also be premiering an
original piece, written for her,

A&E
EVENTS

Photograph provided by loraleesonger.com

Assistant professor of music Loralee Songer (‘04) will perform at Carnegie Hall on Oct. 14th.

composed by her friends.
This recital includes the song
“Little Black Book,” a piece written for Songer by Caitlin Vincent
and Susan LaBarr with Carnegie
Hall in mind. LaBarr will be attending the performance on the
14th to hear the full piece performed in person.

“I can tell that they wrote it for
me, which is really special, because they know that with my
personality, I wouldn’t want it
to be overly romantic or overly
dramatic,” Songer said. “I’d much
rather it’d be funny.”
Not only was Songer a Taylor grad, but she also grew up

in Upland and is now back in
the same office in which she received vocal training from Patrica Robertson, professor of music.
Songer said it feels like a homecoming to her.
This is not Songer’s first time
performing in Butz Carruth Recital Hall either. She performed

there in April 2004, where she
held her own senior recital.
Many of Songer’s former professors will be attending along
with her family and a new generation of her own vocal students.
“She has really good control
over her voice, and she can use
it really well to display a wide

Theatre sparks hard conversations with talkbacks
Taylor community
responds to ‘Falling’
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

C.S. Lewis and
Friends Tea
Socratic Club
Today – 4 p.m.
Ayres 215

Loralee Songer
“In Our
Own Words”
Today – 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital
Hall

Maegan Pollonais
“Songs of
the Islands”
Sept. 30 – 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital Hall

Theatre Auditions
Student Directed
Plays
Sept. 30 – 5-7 p.m.
Oct. 1 – 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Mitchell Theatre

Liminal Spaces
Aug. 30 - Oct. 10
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Metcalf Gallery

range of emotions,” said freshman musical theatre major Steven Day.
Songer has spent countless
hours in the practice room to
be able to sustain her voice for
the whole performance and
wants to demonstrate such to
her students.
Songer said her intention
behind faculty recitals is to
demonstrate on a technical
level what she expects to see
from her students and provide
an example. She has learned a
lot from attending many recitals
over the years as a student and
a professional.
“She’s super knowledgeable
and knows what she is talking
about, so it is easy for me to
trust her,” said freshman Hannah Gerig. “She knows just exactly what I need to do with
my voice to make things happen and make things sound
the best.”
Come join Songer and her
family tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the
Butz Carruth Recital Hall for a
little humor, a homecoming and
even some cake afterward.
echo@taylor.edu

“Sometimes the best thing we
can do as Christians is to just
shut up and listen.”
This was Upland community
member Mark Lora’s response
to the question, “How do you
help a family who has a child
with autism?” This was one of
the many hard questions asked
in the talkback discussions held
after Taylor Theatre’s production
of Deana Jent’s “Falling.”
Talkbacks are a way for a community to engage with and discuss plays after seeing them. The
cast, director or professional experts are often brought on stage
after the production for the audience to ask questions.
“Falling” tells the story of a
family as they navigate life with
their 18-year-old son Josh, who
has severe autism. For this production’s talkbacks, the panels
consisted of the cast, Director
Tracy Manning, Bible Professor
Greg Magee, and Mark Lora and
his wife Melissa — the parents of
a son with autism. Not all talkbacks had the Loras, and Sunday
afternoon’s Bible professor was
Jeff Cramer.

Photograph by Josie Koontz

Talkbacks were held at the end of each showing of “Falling.”

“For me, the talkback after the
show was almost more powerful
because there was proactive conversations about how the church
can love and support families
with members who have developmental disabilities better,” said
senior Rachel Davidovitch.
Many of the questions focused on Josh’s grandmother, a
well-meaning outsider who believed faith was the only solution to the family’s struggles.
Although she was trying her
hardest, she sometimes came
off hurtful. Many people had
questions about how to avoid
being this person, and how to

pray for and help a family who
has a child with autism. Much
of the discussion boiled down to
one question: How do you love
someone genuinely while loving
them well?
Together, the panel spoke
about the need for patience
and understanding even in discomfort. They also navigated
the hard reality that prayers for
healing are not always the most
helpful thing possible, and that
sometimes healing and progress
look different than anticipated. It is the hard conversations
and hard answers people don’t
want to hear that foster growth

and relationships.
“I think one of the complicated things about the play is that
everybody’s right,” Manning said.
“It’s good for us to see these really distinct and unique voices around a common situation
where nobody’s really wrong.”
From the 16-year-old daughter struggling with the tension
in her family to the mother trying to hold both herself and her
family together, “Falling” gives a
platform for every voice in a hard
situation to be accurately heard.
This was by no accident.
The cast and crew worked extensively to make sure they were

accurately representing all of
their characters. They consulted professionals and families in similar situations, as well
as researched the underlying
struggles families face to fully understand what they were
representing.
“More and more, I realize
realize that it does not matter how much I disagree with
someone,” said Nate Aeilts (’16),
who played Josh. “I’ll be kind
to everyone because they’re
involved in a struggle I cannot comprehend.”
Being quick to listen and
slow to judge was a theme repeated many times during the
talkbacks. Everyone on the
panel wanted to be clear that
the single most helpful thing
you can do as a friend is to be
patient and understanding.
The impact of listening to
the story the play told was
clear. It was a very emotional
experience for the cast, panel
and audience.
“I started in mental health
services in the early 1960’s,”
an audience member told the
cast after Saturday night’s performance. “This play brought
back so many memories. God
bless you folks for your kindness and development.”
echo@taylor.edu

Songwriter shares the art of making music in Upland
Workshop teaches
how to write songs
Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

Creating music is a delicate balance of creativity and technical skills.
Saturday, Sept. 21, Pierce
Church hosted a songwriting
workshop to help musicians turn
their ideas into art. Audrey Felger (‘08) led the three-hour lesson
on coming up with ideas and effective lyrics.
Inspiration for the workshop
came from Aaron Keyes’ 10,000
Fathers Worship School’s lessons
on worship and music. This resource provides training to worship leaders so they can be more
well-rounded and confident in
their abilities. Felger has spent
the last year attending classes
through this school.
“I’ve learned so many tools of
songwriting that I wish I had been
aware of earlier in my journey, and
I am excited to share these with
other creative folks,” Felger said.

Photograph by Emily Pawlowski

Pierce Church in Upland is helping musicians write songs creatively.

The workshop focused on how
to efficiently come up with song
ideas, figure out rhythm variations and rhyme words in interesting ways. Lessons varied
between conventional presentations from Felger and projects to
practice brainstorming and writing lyrics.
The biggest focus of the lesson was collaboration between

artists. Felger demonstrated how
multiple writers could use a Google spreadsheet to write song lyrics and shared a template with
the group.
“One of the main goals of the
songwriting workshop is to make
connections between creatives in
the area, and begin a conversation
between them,” Felger said.
About 10 people attended the

workshop, including Taylor students and faculty. Many of them
came because of their connections to Pierce Church, or like
student Eric Kim, they heard
about the event from posters
around campus and decided to
attend based on their interest in
the topic.
Clifton Davis, professor of
music, was another one of the

participants in attendance.
“I enjoy writing music and am
deeply committed to collaboration in creating art, so I thought
this would be a great opportunity to grow along with other song
writers,” Davis said.
Felger plans to hold a workshop on the third Saturday of
each month to help students
learn to write songs. The next
meeting will be October 18 at 9
a.m. Anyone with a passion for
music or writing is invited to
attend, even if they missed the
workshop on Sept. 21.
On Oct. 27 musicians will
have a chance to share the music they have written at Taylor. The group hopes this will
be the first of many ways they
work with each other and connect with the community.
“I hope this Saturday is a
seed that might grow a culture
of creating together: encouraging each others’ efforts, making each other better, spurring
each other on and stewarding
our gifts well,” Felger said.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Using toilet paper can be harmful for the environment. Students
could consider cutting down to a thinner play of toilet paper.

Our View

Producing toilet paper
leaves big footprint

All right, it’s time to get to the
bottom of this.
Toilet paper is something
we all use and often take for
granted until we walk into
a stall without any. It is very
much a first world commodity
and it is harming our planet.
The concern isn’t just how
much toilet paper we use,
but the resources required to
make this daily-used product
and how they are affecting
our planet.
“It’s not like there’s necessarily (a) huge waste of toilet
paper,” said Phil Grabowski,
assistant professor of sustainable development.
According to Scientific American, around 27,000
trees are cut down every day
so the world can have toilet
paper. Around half of these
trees come from virgin forests
and old growth specimens
that may be over hundreds of
years old.
Sure, using a lower ply toilet
paper or using less of it may
be uncomfortable for consumers, but the impact could
be substantial in terms of saving resources.
Trees are one resource we
could preserve by choosing a
lower ply. Another resource is
water, as the U.S. alone uses
473 billion gallons of water
annually to satisfy toilet paper
needs, according to the Scientific American.
Brian Dewar, assistant professor of biology, said water is
a resource people do not pay
enough attention to. In the
U.S., we are fortunate enough
to have access to clean water
almost anywhere. Other places may have to operate under
different circumstances.
When The Echo thinks
through all this, it puts our
own comfort in perspective.
God wants us to take care of
his creation and be mindful.
Comfort isn’t wrong, but when

it is a higher priority than following his commands, it becomes a problem.
This may seem like a small
issue, but Christians should be
seeking to do good and follow
God every second, every day.
Senior biology major Hannah
Farmer said it may seem like a
small step to change personal habits such as taking shorter showers or using less toilet
paper, but the overall impact
could be substantial.
The reality is progress occurs
as a result of being uncomfortable, not staying happy where
we are. Changing our habits is
not pleasant, but it is worth it.
The waste is not all on us
though, as Grabowski said
toilet paper companies are a
part of the problem, not just
the consumer. A main reason
four ply toilet paper is produced is to offer a more pleasant experience while using the
bathroom.
However, one solution to
help preserve precious forests
and ecosystems would be to
use bamboo plants to make
toilet paper.
“It has been used a lot for
flooring, paper and other
products,” Grabowski said. “It
grows extremely fast, it can
keep growing and being cut. If
managed well, it can be a better source of fiber than pine
trees in the boreal forest, especially if you’re concerned
about species and deforestation in the boreal forest.”
We should be concerned.
It’s not just one college community that needs to change,
but doing nothing because we
feel it won’t make a difference
is not a good enough excuse.
At Taylor we don’t have
much control over the ply of
toilet paper we use, but next
time you sit down in the bathroom, think about using at
least one or two squares less.
echo@taylor.edu

“We are not representing Christ or Taylor well
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Breath of fresh air for Taylor
President’s impact
felt schoolwide

In just two short months, interim President Paige Cunningham has proven that she
is indeed the right woman for
the job.
Entering into a divided community is hard enough, but entering Taylor as the first female
president adds another layer of
pressure to the tasks set before
Cunningham. Nonetheless, our
new president has stepped up
to the plate.
At the first chapel of the
year, Cunningham could have
chosen to speak on numerous
topics. Instead, she chose to
address the longstanding hurt
that some have felt on our campus over the past few years.
Her speech communicated
that she understands not only
where our community has
been, but also has confidence
in the steps that need to be taken to regain a sense of unity.
Her approach showed students
what it looks like to be a professional, while also communicating compassion and grace.
“Her confidence and poise
is something I am eager to see
put into practice as she works
to rebuild what has been broken,” junior Kassidy Weemhoff said.
Cunningham has also done
a fantastic job communicating that she values the lives
of students. She shows this by

consistently attending sporting
events, chapel and other school
functions.
When Hurricane Dorian devastated the Bahamas, it was
Cunningham who addressed
Taylor’s community, asking students to pray and promoted the
Bahamian fund. Cunningham
has shown steady care and empathy for each and every student through her actions.
“I think Cunningham has
done a great job of being present on campus,” said junior
Sam Jones. “. . . it tells us, as students, that she really does want
to be present on campus and be

involved with what is happening in student life. The same
can’t be said for many other
high-up administrators.”
As a public relations student, I believe Cunningham
has shown the importance of
using PR to reconcile a community, and I commend her
for the incredible work she
has done in the little time she
has had in her position. She has
stood up for what matters, laid
a foundation for growth and
encouraged students to walk
alongside each other.
Donna Downs, associate professor of media

communication, also applauds
the president’s work.
“I believe she understands
the value of mutually satisfactory two-way communication, and she seems diligent in
wanting to do that well,” Downs
said. “In a university where we
do not seem to value PR enough
to have a chief communication
officer, having a president who
understands communication
and the role it plays in organizations is essential.”
Cunningham, thank you for
being diligent in your efforts to
reunite our community.
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Jim Garringer

Interim President Paige Cunningham smiles for a photo during a chapel service.

Stop using that gosh-darn language
Why students are
cursing on campus

Just because we live in a sinful
world does not mean we have to
conform to it.
The topic of cursing has
bogged my mind lately. Far too
often this semester I have heard
people in passing say something
vulgar, and it makes me upset.
“I think it could be because
swear words are thrown around
everywhere,” said Linda Taylor, professor of professional
writing. “We don’t even hear
them anymore.”
Taylor went on to say that
we are a smart community. We
should be able to find better
words to express ourselves other than curse words. We are not
representing Christ or Taylor
well when we put these words
in our speech.
I understand we are human,
and we live in a sinful world. I
also know to some people they
are just words. We have all heard
the phrase, “Sticks and stones
may break my bones, but words
will never hurt me.”
That is a lie.
Words do hurt, especially ones
used mainly for the intention of
hurting people. I am not saying
what I have heard has been used
to hurt our brothers and sisters
in Christ, but it does not excuse
the use of curse words.
Senior Cassidy Clasen says

Photograph by Tim Hudson

some people use curse words
because it’s been normalized
in our culture. Clasen also said
she uses them sometimes for a
shock effect.
Another point Clasen brought
up was that people say them
when they do not have another
word to describe how they are
feeling.
Think about this. We are created in the image of God. We are
supposed to be living out our
faith, inwardly and outwardly.
What does it say to someone

Correction

In the Sept. 13 edition of THE ECHO, in the article “Divided schools
in Northern Ireland,” the third to last paragraph states:
“Within America, society has gone too far in the opposite direction
by taking all communities out of schools.” The word “communities”
should be replaced with “religions.”
In the Sept. 20 edition of THE ECHO, in the article “Tarah
shares views from overseas,” a pargraph states:
“. . . no one wants to see bridges between the North and the South
British and Irish being burned. . .” The text should have read, “.
. .bridges between the Protestant and Catholic communities. in
Northern Ireland . . .”

to whom you are witnessing if
you talk about God’s love and
the next second you are cursing someone out because they
bumped into you accidentally?
“I do not cuss,” freshman Jillian Brannon said. “I think people here still do because either
they think it’s funny or out
of anger.”
Believe me, I am not perfect in
any sense of the word. I am just
as messed up as everyone else
and there are times a curse word
might slip out.

Hear me when I say there is a
difference between trying not to
curse and slipping up once in a
while and using curse words in
everyday conversation.
“We should not be copying
culture,” Taylor said. “We should
be challenging it with the power
of words well spoken.”
I agree with Taylor. We as
Christians are supposed to be
counter-cultural, which means
we are weird and different
by default.
echo@taylor.edu

Corrections Policy
THE ECHO strives to accurately report names, facts and information in all of its content. However, when errors do occur, the newspaper stands ready to correct the error by publishing a correction in
a timely manner in both the print and online editions. If you notice
an error, please bring it to our attention by emailing:
echo@taylor.edu

TROJAN NATION

“For us everything is going towards our league meet and
nationals,” White said. “Training to compete and to learn,
to try things and getting in shape.”
Taylor cross country hosts Bullock
Invitational Friday
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Coach Rick Fox decides to follow God’s call
Former Division I coach
finds home at Taylor
Caleb Amick
Staff Writer

When Assistant Football Coach
Rick Fox resigned as head football coach at Drake University
in 2018, he decided to follow
God’s call and embark on an
adventure into the unknown.
“What I had was just this
consistent, peaceful sense of
‘Rick, you’ve got to trust me;
you’ve got to not be afraid,’”
Fox said in a statement to the
Des Moines Register shortly after announcing his departure.
In his time at Drake University, Fox accumulated a 33-22 record. During his tenure Drake
finished fourth or higher in
their conference, the Pioneer
Football League, every year.
They also generated national
attention when they pushed
the 23rd ranked team in the
FBS, Iowa State, to the brink in

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletic Department

Assistant Football Coach Rick
Fox is in his first year at Taylor.

December 2018, only losing to
the Big 12 school by a score of
27-24.
For Fox, following God’s call
meant leaving behind a job

and a team that he had grown
to love since becoming head
coach in 2013.
It also meant experiencing
something he had never faced
before: unemployment.
“I’ve never left a job without
having another job,” Fox said.
Shortly after leaving, Fox received a call from Taylor’s head
coach Ron Korfmacher, informing him about an opening for
a part-time assistant coaching
position. Fox took the job.
Later on Fox’s wife, Julie, took
a position with University Advancement as Assistant of Development, Major Gifts.
The move allowed Fox and his
wife to be closer to his children, Hannah-Kate Fox and Caleb Fox, who are both students
at Taylor.
“Having my parents here is
definitely strange,” junior Hannah-Kate said. “But it’s also fun
to watch them make a place I
have loved for years their own
and it’s a joy to see them happy

after a hard six months.”
According to Rick, he and his
wife are excited to have the opportunity to see more of their
children’s activities, including
theater productions and baseball games.
Caleb, a junior catcher for
the Taylor baseball team, jokingly said, “The strangest thing
about (my father being at Taylor) is during baseball practice
I hear my dad yelling at football
practice right next to us.”
Caleb said that while it is certainly different having his parents only a few seconds away,
he has enjoyed the opportunity for both his parents to go to
his games, and in turn go to his
father’s football games.
Fox added that he feels like
Taylor is a tremendous fit for
his father, saying his dad’s passion is ministry first and football second.
Now that Rick Fox is at Taylor, he has another opportunity to minister to young athletes

through football.
“Football is just the excuse that
creates the opportunity for
ministry to happen,” Rick said.
According to Rick, coaching
is a personal battlefield, especially during game weeks.
Throughout game weeks, he
has to deal with his pride as
he faces the possibility of defeat on the field.
In the 2017 season opener, Drake lost to the University of South Dakota 77-7. This
particular loss was broadcast
nationally on ESPN, which accentuated the embarrassment
he felt.
The loss enabled him to better love his athletes by forcing
him to check his pride, Fox
said, adding that these kinds of
battles are necessary to make
an impact in God’s kingdom.
As a result, Fox said he gives
thanks to God for his difficulties because they have helped
him to know God better.
echo@taylor.edu

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Taylor men’s soccer suffered a
tough loss Friday night against
Lawrence Technological University. The 2-0 loss was the
Trojan’s third of the season.
From the start of the game
Taylor found themselves at a
disadvantage as senior midfielder Peter Linn, who had
started all eight games on
the season, sat the game out
due to penalties received in
the previous matchup against
Trinity Christian College.
Without Linn’s presence in
the midfield, Lawrence Tech
found little difficulty in controlling the ball and keeping
Taylor from generating any attack. The Trojans had a chance
to open up an early 1-0 lead in
the 10th minute of the first
half, but the shot from senior
Josiah Wieland missed. Taylor
would go the rest of the half
without attempting a shot.
Head Coach Gary Ross saw
the missed shot as a crucial

Photograph by Lauren Cammarano

Junior Mason Brooke lines up to take a free kick during Friday’s game

moment in the contest.
“If we score there, early on
in the match, it’s a different
game,” Ross said.
Without the early goal, the
Trojans were forced to play
catch-up with Lawrence Tech’s
pressure.
Despite a strong effort from
the backline and an impressive amount of saves from senior goalkeeper Luke Williams,
who ranks 11th in the NAIA in

total saves, Lawrence Tech
broke through with six minutes left in the half.
Ross saw a lot of positives
from the way Taylor defended
throughout the game.
“I’d say the backline was the
biggest strength of the game,”
Ross said. “They bent but they
didn’t break.”
Even with the constant attack from the Lawrence Tech
offense, Taylor’s stout defense

kept them in the match going
into the second half.
The Trojans held them off
the board for the first 23 minutes of the second half, but
when the Lawrence Tech offense finally broke through in
the 24th minute, Taylor found
themselves in a 2-0 hole without much time to make up the
deficit.
Senior defender Mikey Maloney saw similar positives as
Ross.
“Our backline can come
away knowing we got pressed
all game,” Maloney said. “Despite the fact we didn’t play
well as a team, the backline
played well.”
Maloney said it was hard for
the Trojans to generate attacks
due to the backline having to
clear balls instead of having
time to control the ball and
start a counter and push upfield. He also was surprised
by how aggressive Lawrence
Tech was early in the game
with their press.
Even with the setback, the
Taylor men’s soccer team
feels good about where they
are. Losing to Lawrence Tech

9/27 Mount Vernon Nazarene (A) 7 p.m.
9/28 Goshen College (A) 3 p.m.
10/2 Spring Arbor 7 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

9/28 Bethel University (A) 2 p.m.
10/2 Goshen College 7 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
9/28 Bethel University 1:30 p.m.
10/2 Goshen College (A) 7:30 p.m.

Men’s Tennis

9/28 Indiana Tech (A) 2 p.m.
10/1 Crossraods League Tournament TBA
10/3 Crossraods League Tournament TBA

Women’s Tennis

9/28 Indiana Tech (A) 2 p.m.
10/1 Crossraods League Tournament TBA
10/3 Crossraods League Tournament TBA

Women’s Golf

9/30 Bill Bockwitz Golf Classic (N) 9 a.m.
10/1 Bill Bockwitz Golf Classic (N) 9 a.m.

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics
Volleyball
9/20 Marian University
9/21 Indiana Wesleyan

Hard-fought contest belongs to Lawrence Tech
Trojan defense
keeps game close

Volleyball

L 1-3
L 0-3

Men’s Soccer

— who returned a large part
of a team that won their conference last year — 2-0 without a starting midfielder isn’t
a season-defining loss.
Maloney saw an aggressive
and hungry team in Lawrence
Tech that was still beatable.
“I think a lot of it was on us.
It wasn’t necessarily because
they were playing well, but a
lot of it was on us because we
had to adjust.” Maloney said.
Conference season gives the
4-4-2 Trojans a chance to put
the pieces together and both
Ross and Maloney see a team
on the verge of a breakout.
“We’ve lost a few players but
we’ve seen some good things
this year,” Ross said. “We’ve
won two games with a man
down. We tied the No. 4 team
in the nation. These guys have
fight, we just need to organize
and shore up some things.”
Maloney added, “We have to
take it game by game in conference. This year we have a
winning record (going into
conference) which is something I’ve never had. It gives
us confidence. Culturally our
team is better than it has been.

9/20 Lawrence Tech
9/25 Spring Arbor

L 0-2
L 0-2

Women’s Soccer
9/25 Spring Arbor

T 2-2

Men’s Tennis
9/24 Goshen College

L 3-4

Women’s Tennis
9/24 Goshen College

W 7-0

Men’s Golf
9/23 Bill Bockwitz
9/24 Bill Bockwitz

2nd of 14
2nd of 14

Football
9/21 Missouri Baptist

W 17-7

We’ve been able to get on the
same page. We’re right there.”
The Trojans fell to Spring
Arbor University on Wednesday night 2-0, but once again
the defense kept the game
close against a tough opponent. Spring Arbor went into
the game ranked 12th within
the NAIA with only one loss on
the season to this point. Taylor
will aim to get back on track
Saturday as they face conference foe Bethel at 7 p.m.
in Mishawaka.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor cross country hosts Bullock Invitational Friday afternoon
Taylor runners have
strong performance
Nathaniel Boer
Staff Writer

The Taylor cross country teams
hosted their first and only invitational for the season last Friday
with the men coming in 2nd and
women coming in 3rd.
The NAIA No.12 ranked men’s
team finished with a score of 54.
They were led by senior Daniel
Gerber, who came in 2nd overall with a time of 26:07.4 for the
8k course. The men’s team finished behind NCAA Division II
Indianapolis.
The key to the Trojans’ success
is the depth of the team. With injuries impacting both the men’s
and women’s teams, the rest
of the team fell right into step.
Along with Gerber’s performance,
sophomore Derek Van Prooyen
placed 10th, senior Connor Legge
placed 14th and sophomore Alex
Helmuth finished 17th. Junior
Josh Roth, senior Hunter Smith
and junior Luke Rovenstine
wrapped up Taylor’s top-seven.
According to head coach
Quinn White, Taylor’s second
pack of runners has become
their strength, especially when
looking towards the end goal of
the season.
“For us everything is going
towards our league meet and

nationals,” White said. “Training
to compete and to learn, to try
things and getting in shape.”
This is White’s first year at the
helm of the men’s team, however he led the women’s team
to six crossroads league championships and six top twenty finishes in the NAIA National
Championships.
The women’s team had their
top two runners in the top five
with junior Sarah Harden (2nd
place) and junior Livy Schroder (4th). Sophomore Corinne
O’Leary (16th), freshman Madeline Purdom (22nd), sophomore
Giovanna Domene (23rd), senior

Taylor Bluemel (30th) and freshman Hannah Loeffler (37th)
rounded out the top-seven for
Taylor.
Harden came in with a time of
18:11.8 for the 5k course and was
named Crossroads runner of the
week. Taylor was the only team
to place two runners in the top
five. However, Madonna University had seven of their five scorers
in the top 15 leading them to first
place with a score of 39. Indianapolis came in second with a score
of 55. The Trojans came in with
a score of 67, earning them third.
The women’s team, ranked
No. 3 in the NAIA, is under a large
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Women’s cross country finished 3rd of 8 last Friday.

shadow from the expectations
that come along with their success in past seasons. However,
White is confident his team will
rise to the high expectations.
“The women have two really

strong front runners, and freshmen who are learning,” White
said. “It’s really about the end,
we’re gonna be stronger by the
end. We will be where we need
to be.”

Ali Clodgo

With 90 degree weather
throughout the day the runners
focused on being mindful and
staying together as a team. Both
the men’s and women’s teams focused on running together, not
against each other.
Through their constant support of each other and bringing their teammates along,
the Taylor runners proved why
their culture of togetherness
breeds success.
The women’s team (19-3) and
the men’s team (22-2) will return
to action on Saturday, Oct. 5 at the
Louisville Cross Country Classic.
echo@taylor.edu

Andre Danelli

Soccer

Tennis

Athletes of the Week

979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

Sophomore

Year

Carmel, IN

Hometown

Nursing
Church Clap
- KB
Sarah Bade
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•

Beach Volleyball

•

(765) 998-7261

Senior
Arapongas, Brazil

Major
Fav o r i t e P u m p - U p S o n g
Funniest Teammate
Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s
Your O w n

Finance
So me deixa - Michel Turelli
Will Wiet
Soccer

Photograph by Lauren Cammarano

